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| 1 
| The Meeting 'of the General Aſſembly, 


Edinburgh 17 December 1695, Poſt Meridiem. Seſſ. I. 


HE which day, After Sermon Preached by Mr. 
22 John Lau one of the Miniſters of Edinburgh, 
Moderator of the laſt Aſſembly, upon 1 Corinth. 
4,2. The General Aſſembly of the Miniſters and 
PUSTES Ruling Elders ot this Church of Scor/ang, did 
— conveen in the Aſlembly Houſe; where after 
Prayar by the ſaid Mr, John Law, An Roll was taken up of 
the Commiſſioners Delegated by the ſeveral Presbytries, Burghs 

Royal, and Univerſities tor holding this Aſſembly. 
| A 3 AF 


The ACTS of the 


II. 


Al continuing Mr. John Law Moderator till Friday next. 
g Eadem Seſſione. 


T HE ſaid day. The General Aſſembly Conſidering chat 


many of their Members ha not yet come to this Town, | 
Did therefore put it to the Vote. Whether to chuſe a 
New Moderator pteſently; Or continue Mr. John Law Mode · 
rator till #ryday next, And it carried mine contr adicente, | 
That the ſaid Mr. Jobs Lew ſhould be continued Moderator till 
Friday next. t 


III 


All appointing Mr. John Bannatyne to officiat as Curt till 
Friday next. 


Fadem Seſſione. 


HE General Aſſzmbly Gonſidering that through the 

Dectaſe of Mr. Robert Fark Adyocat, Their Cleiks 

place is now become Vacant. Therefore they by an Y 
Unanimous Vote made choice of Mr. John Karn'tyne Miniſter 
ot the Goſpel at Lenerk, and ons of their own Number to Of 


ciat as Clerk untill Friday next, E 
— | — 1 
IV, 
Appontment of a Diet to be keeped by the Aſſembly for Prayer. 
Eadem Seſſione. | | 


HE General Aſſembly Appoints to Morrow being 
Wedne/day betwixt Nme and Twelvea Clock in the 
Forenoonto be ſet a part — Members ot this Aſſem- | 
bly for Publick Prayer to the AlmightyGod tor his Countenance- | 


ing 
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and directing this Aſſembly in the Matters that ſhall come before 


' them, and mends to all the ſaids Members to meet in the 
Aſlembly-houſe timeouſly for that effec. 
V. 


Appointment of another Dyet for Prayer. 
. Edinburgh 18. December 1695. ante Merid. Sd, 2. 


in Prayer, according to the Appointment madeV eſter- 

day thereanent, And further it was agreed to, That 
the Members of this Aſſembly ſhould meet again to Morrow 
for publick Prayer, and accordingly it was Recommended to all 
the Members to meet in the Aſſembly-houle to Morrow imme. 
diatly after Sermon for the effect ſoteſaid. 


* HE General Aſſembly being mer, This Diet was ſpent 


VI, 


Diet ſpent in Prayer 
Edinburgh 19 Decemb. 1695. ante Merid. Sell. z. 


HE General Aſſembly being met, This Diet was ſpene 
in Prayer according to the Appointment. made Yeſter- 
day thereanent, and Adjouracd till to Merrow at Ten 
a Clock in the Forenoon. 


* 


— — 


— 


—ũ— 


Tbe Recording of His Majeſtie's Commiſſion to John Lord Car: 
michael, for Repreſenting Flis Majeſty is this General 
Aſſembly ,with the Commuſſioner and Moderators Speeches, 


Edinburght 20 of December 1695. Ante Meridiem, Sell 4. 


; HIS 2 Aſſembly of this National 
Church being met, and Mr. Patrick S1mp/on choſen 
Moderator, and Mr: JohnBannatyne Clerk, There was 
produced to them by a Noble Lord, John Lord Car. 
| michael, His Majeſties Commiſſion under the Great Seal of the 
B Kingdom 


—_— 


r 
e . 
d 


6 The ACTS of the 

Kingdom of Scotland, Nominating and inting him to be 
His Majeſties High Commiſſioner and — in this Na. 
tional Aſſembly, which Commiſſion was publickly Read with 
all due Honour and Reſpect, andthe General Aſſembly Appoint- 
ed and hereby Appoints the ſaid Commiſſionto be Regiſtrated in 
the Records of the General Aſſembly, therein to remain, ad 
fulurem rei Memoriam, The Tenor whereof follows. 
«GULIELMUS Dei Gratia, Magnæ Britaznie, Fran- 
ciæ & Hiberuiæ Rex, Fideique Deſenſor: Omnibus probis 
« Hominibus, ad x4 ave as Literz Noſtrz pervenerint, 
« Salutem. Quandoquidem ſtatuimus Conventum Generalem 


« Ecclefiz, Antiqui noſtri Regni Scotiæ, ad Decimum ſeptimum 


diem Menfis Decembris Iuſtantis continuari, Noſque autem 
« abunde Cupidi & Judicantes etiam neceſſatium eſle, proptec 
« commodum dictæ Eccleſiæ, ut Generalis Conventus ante - 
« dictus Die ſtatuto debitè obſervetur, Sed rebus magni momenti 
« alio vocantibus, dicto Conventvi intereſſe Nequimus, cum - 
« que Teſtimoniis perplurimis & probatis abunde nobis Satis ſact- 
« um ſit. & de præclaris Animi dotibus & fide Eximia, Fideliflimi 
« & Dilectiſſimi, Noſtri Conſiliarii Foannis Domini Carmichael 
« Quodque ad Munera Summi Officii inframentionati rite exer- 
« cenda & obeunda in finem ſupra expreſſum uſquequaque eft 
« idoneus; Noveritis igitur nos teciſſe & Conſtituiſſe, ſicuti per 
has noſtras patentes Literas Facimus & Conſtituimus eundem 
« Foannem Dominum Carmichael Luptemum Noſrum Com. 
« miſſionarium, Quoad efſſectum infra expreſſum. Damus 
« pariter & concedimusilli, Sacram Noſtram perſonam & Autho- 
« ritatem Noſtram Regalem Reprzſentandi,preſentiam Noſtram 
« fupplendi, Locumque Noſtrum in dicto ſubſequenti Generali 
« Conventu, Tanquam Commiſſionario Noſtro, in hunc effe&- 
um ſpecialiter conſtituto. Tenendi, Omaiaque alia ad Imperi- 
« um & Munus Commiſſionarii, pro Generali Kccleſiæ Con. 
« ventu peragendi, Tam _ adeoque liberè in quovis Re- 
ſpectu. quam Quilibet alius ejuſdem Supremi Munetis & Cha. 
« racteris fecerat,ſeu quovis tempore Retroacto facere poterat, at- 
« que ficuti, Nos ipſi perſonaliter præſentes facere poterimus, ple · 
« niſſimam & ampliſſimam Noſtram poteſtatem & Commiſſio- 
nem. Quæquidem omnia & fingula, a dicto Joanne Domino 
Carmichael. in hac Noſtra Commiſſione proſequendã, legitime 
« jacienda, Nos firmiter approbamus, Rata habemus & habituri 
« ſumus. Omnibus & fingulis Inſuper antedicti Conventus & 
« Ecclefiz Paſtoribus & Presbyteris, & Cætetis quibuſc 
« hujus Regni Noſtri ſubditis,cujuſcunqueQualicatis &Conditio- 
nis. Ut dictum Joannew Dominum Carmichael, Tanquam 
« Supremum Noſtrum Commiſſi nariom, Quoad effectum & 
Modum fupra mentionatum, Agnoſcaut. n 
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& dicto ipſius Audienres ſe præbeant, ſtrictè Mandamus & 
.« Imperamus. Ac denique hanc Noftram Commiſſionem à die 
quo Magnum hujus Regni Noftri Sigiltum preſentibus eſt ap · 
A penfum, ac deinceps hac ic quenti Seffione dcti Generalis Con. 
« yentus & uſque dum a Nobis te vocabitur in vigor continuare 
« Declarayimus, & per præſentes Declatamus. In cujus Rei 
« Teſtimonium, Præſentibus Magnum Sigillum Noſtum Ap. 
«, pendiP ræcepimus. Apud Aulam Noftram de Ken ſingroum, 
Decims T ertio die menſis Derembris, Anne Domini, Mille- 
ſimo Sexcenteſimo Nonogeſimo quinto, Annoque Regni No- 
ſtri deptimo. 


5 


Per ſegn aturam manu S. D. N. Supraſiznatam, 
Locus 
6 Sigilli 5 
Appenſi 


IN DORSO. 


* Written to the great Seal, and Seated at Edinburgh the 
: Regifirat the 19 day of Decembes 19 dayof Decem- 1695 
1695. Ch. Ker. Jo- Dickſon 


— — 


; Frer Reading of which Commiſſion, Mr. Patrick Sim/ou 
a A Moderator, did in the Aſſemblies Name Repreſent to His 
| Grace, how great a Mercy it was to this Church and Kingdom, 
That His Majeſty had Called and Countenaneed this National 
* Aſſembly with His Authority, and Honoured It with a Repre. 
ſentative of His Royal Perſon, who by His former —— 
Conduct in two former General Aſſemblies, hath rendred Him. 
ſeli moſt Acceptable to this Aſſembly, to Repteſent His Maje- 
ſty therein. 
' Whereupon His Grace, His Majeſties High Commiſſioner 
| delivered Himſelf as follows. Right Reverend and You the 
ARemanent Members of this Afſembly, You ate now met in this 
Aſlembly conform to the Kings Appointment, And His Maje- 
Pſty having Honoured me to be His Commiſſioner, I am warrant: 
ed togive you all Aſſurance of His Majeſties Reſolution to 
Maintain Presbyrerian Goyernmentin this Church, and to evi. 
dence His Fatherly Care tor its welfare : His Majeſty Expect, 
That at this Time you will chiefly make it Your Work to Regu- 
late Matters of Order and Diſcpline amongſt your ſelyes. It 
is 
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is the Kings great Regrate, thatthere are ſo many Churches 
Vacant within this Kingdom, which obyiouſly loggeſts, thatit 
would be your beſt work, as indeed it would be moſt acceptable 
to His Majeſty, that you ſhould apply our ſelves principally to 
che Keſtoring the Goſpel to ſuch Chur and in doing of this 
you may be very aſſured of His Majeſties Countenance and Au. 
thority. Itisalſo evidently convenient and likeways expected, 
That if Good Men apply to you to be aſſumed, you will Receive 0 

© their Applications with all Charity and Moderation. | 

I hope the good Spitit of God ſhall direct you in theſe matters 

tothe beſt Advantage. only I recommend to 2 to mind your 7 
Buſineſs cloſly without Heats, and unneceſſaty Contentions, 9 
and to make all the Diſpatch you can, to bring this Aſſembly r 
to a happy Iſſue, both tor the Churches good, and His Maje- n 
ſties SatistaCtion. n 
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VIII. ap 
AF anent Commiſſions to the General Aſſembly 
Edinburgh, 23 of December 1695. Poi Meridiem. Sell. 5 


HE General Aſſembly hereby Recommends it to 

the ſeveral Presbytries of this National Church to keep | 

nn uniſorm method, as near as may be in granting Com- * 

miſſions to the Members of the General Aſſembly, and not to 
Inſert particular InſtruRions in their Commiſſions. and for the 

better attaining the end foreſaid. The General Aſſembly gives 


the form after inſert for a Directory | 5 
At the day of Years. 4 
The which day the Presbytry of did and hereby do No» — 
minate and appoint Mr. Miniſter at Mr. 
Miniſter at and Ruling Elders - 
Their Commiſſioners to rhe next General Aſſembly of this 
Church, Indited to meet at the day of 


next to come or when or where it ſhall happen to ſit; willing them 
to Repair thereto, and attend all the Diets of the ſame. there 
to Conſult, Vote and Determine in all Matters that come before 
them, tothe Glory of God, and good of His Church: Accord- 
ing to the Word of God, the Confeſſion of Faith, and agreeable * 
to the Conflitutions of this Church, as they will be Anſwerable: 
And that they Report their Diligence therein at theit Return 
therefrom, Etratted by Me 105 


Arine, Worſhip or Government of this Church be made 
C 
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IX. 


All ent Trafhquing Priefis, and the Education of 7 oung 
Noble-men, Gentle-men and others Children of Popuſb Parent 


Edinburgh 2.4 December 1695. Poſt Meridiem. Sell: 6. 
T. E General Aſſembly Recommends to all Provincial 
* 


Synods, Presbytries and Kirk · Seſſions within this Na- 

tional Church to take particular notice of Traffiqning 
Prieſts, and appoints Liſts to be taken up of their Names, and 
given to the Privy Council, with ao Addreſs for Executing of 
rac Laws again(t them: And the General Aſſembly Recom- 
mends toPresbyrries to advert to the Education of Young Noble- 
men, Gentle-men and others Children of Popiſh Parents and 


to put the 7th Act of the General Aſſembly 1690 theteanent 


in Execution. 


X. 
Ad avent Quakers. 
Eadem Seſlione, 


vention of the growth of thele abominable Hereſies of 

the Qualers. do Recommend to all Provincial Synods, 
Presbytries, Miniſters, and Kirk Seſſions to uſe all proper means 
tor Reclaiming of them, and incaſe of their obſtinacy to pro« 
ceed againſt them with the Cenſutes of the Church, and ſpeci- 
ally againſt the Ring-Leaders, that are Traffiquers for ſeduceing 
of others: 


1 * General Aſſembly of this National Church for pre- 


XI. 
An Overture and A anent Novations. 
Edinburgh 25 December 1695 Poſt Meridiem. Seſl. 7. 


heard an Overture brought in from the Committee for 
Overtures, That no New Acts relating to the Do- 


T* General Aſſembly of this National Church having 


until 


to The' ACTS of the 
untill they be firſt cranſmitted to the ſeyeral Presbytries of 
this National Church: Which being confidered,cthe General Aſ- 
ſembly Recommends it to the — of this Aſſembly to diſ- 
the ſaid Overture with their te ſpective Presbytries, 
That the next General Aſſembly may be the mote tipe to 0 
mine anent the convenieney ibareof: And in the mean time, the 
General Aſſembly hereby Revives the Acts of former Aſſe m- 
blies made thareanent, and particularly tha 13 Act of t he AL 
ſembly 1639, and 14 Act oſthe Aſſembly 1641. 


XII. 


Af ing Overtures anent 4 more expedite and certain 
way of planting the North, with fixed Mmiſters. 


Edinburgh, the laſt of December 1695. Pof7 Meridiem 
Seſl. 12. 


HE General Aſſembly of this National Church having 
conſidered the Overtures underwritten, which were 
at two ſeveral Dyets publickly Read over in open Aſſem. 

bly and Examined, and any Members that deſired were allow. 
ed to have doubles thereof, to the eſſect they might be peruſed 
by them, and Intimation was made to give in their Objections if 
they had any, to a Committee a d for that end and laſt 
of all upon he Day and Date hereof the ſaids Overtures were 
again athird time publickly Read in profence of the General 

, as allo the Additional Oyertures annexcd thereto, 
che Tenor of both which follows. 

r. * That forthe more Expedite planting of Miniſters on 
4 the North fide of the Water of Tay, TheAſlembly Nominate 
«a Commiſſion of ſome of the moſt Experienced Miniſters and 
« Elders to meet at Edizbargh, and thereto fit Monthly from 
time to time, until there ſhall be ſettled on the ſaid Northiſide 
Tay Twenty two Miniſters of ſome conſiderable ſtanding 
* and Experience, now belonging to the P resbytries on the 
* ſouth fide of the ſaid Water. 

2. That when any of the Parochins of the ſaid North ſhall 
call any of the following Miniſters, they may without ſending 
any Commiſſioner ro proſecute the ſame, ſend the ſaid Call 
* approven and concurred with by the Presbytrie of the bounds, 
to the Moderator of the ſaid Commiſſion, u ho tor greater Ex. 
« pedition ſhall cauſe. double the ſaid Call and aiteſt the Copy. 
and feadtheſame with the Reaſons of the deſired Tranſporta. 
tion 
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u tion in a Letter to the Moderator of that Presbytrie,to whom 
the Miniſter called dorh belong. f | 
3. ** Thatthe Moderator of the faid Presbytrie, upon the 
© Receipt of the ſaid Letter ſhall be obliged ro Tranſmitt the faid 
Call with the Reaſons thereof to the Miniſter called, and ſhall 
« cauſe ſummond the ſaid Miniſter, and the paroch he belongs to. 
tho next Sabbath inthe way to appear before the ſaid 
« Presbytrie, and Anſwer the Call andReaſons,end if the 
time of the meeting of the ſaid ie ſhall fall not to be 
« within Eleven days, then the Moderator ſhall call a Piesbytrie 
pre nata, againſt that rims. a 
4 That the Presbytris at their ſaid meeting, ſhall wiebout 
any delay, con ſider & determine the proceſs oi the taid Call. thus 
t before them, and if they ſhall not at the ſame time Trani 
port the Miniſter called to the ſaid paroch he is called unto, they 
be obliged to tranſmitt the ſaid Call, Reaſons, & Anſwers & Preſ- 
bytties Determination to the ſaid Commitſion, againſt the firſt 
enſueing diet thereof: Providing there interveen Ten days be- 
twixt and the ſaid diet, and ſhall Summond the faid Miniſter call · 
ed, and his paroch, to appear before the faid Commiſſion, to 
anſwer finally thereunto. 

5- That the ſaid Commiſſion at Edinburgb, do thereupon 
without any delay, conſider and determine the ſaid and 
that whether the ſaid Miniſter, and his paroch thus Summoned 
doe appear or nor. 

6. That when the laid Commiſſion, or Presbytrie paſs a 
Sentence of Tranſportation, it ſhall be obeyed by the Miniſter 
canſported,againſt the timeLimitedin the Act of Tranſporta- 
ion, ynder the pain of ang which he is to lye under, untill 
he obey, and which cenſure the Aſſembly require · the 
aid Commiſſion to inflict upon him who doth diſobey 
7. That there be Forty four Miniſters of fome confiderable 
Experience, fit to be Tranſported to the North, nominate by this 
mbly,in manner following, of which the one half ſhall upon 
alls as above be Tranſported be Vertue of this Act. 


— 


e: 8 That there may be ſome ſoteable proportioning of the ſaid 
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Tranſportanons, It's Ovettured, that where a Presbytrie on the 
South fide of ay,is two third parts planted with fixed Miniſters 
and hath eight fixed Miniſters therein That two of theſe eight 
and proportionally where there are Sixteen, or Twenty four) be 
ominate by the Aſſembly making up in all the above Number 
df Fourty four Miniſters. 
9. Thar out of theſe Presbytries who furniſh Two, one of 
the ſaid Two ſhall be Tranſporred, and but one, and ſo proporti- 
anally where the Presbytrie furniſhes moe, Making up of all 

Twenty Two to be Actually Tranſported, 
C2 Io. That 


/ 
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10. That the foreſaid Number of Fourty four, out of 
which only Twenty two are to be Tranſported, ſhall be fur- 
niſhed by the following Presbytties, viz. By the Presbytrie of 
Chirn:/ide Two, one of which is to be actually Tranſported ; By 
the Ptesbyirie of. Er Two, one of which is to be actually 
Tranſpottedʒ By the Preabytrie of Jeaburgb Two, By Melro/s ot 
Seltrig Two. By DambarT wo, By Dalkeith none, having already 
given one, By Edinburgb Four, Two of which are to be Tran. 
ported ; having already one; By Linlthgow Two, one of 
which is to be Ttan By Feebles Two, ons of which is to be 
Tranſported; By Biggar Two, one of which is to be Tranſported, 
By Damfreis Two, one of which is to be Tranſported; By Loch. 
maben Two, one of which is to be Tranſported By Kir teudbrigbe 
Two, one of whichis to be Tranſpotted. having given one alteady; 
By Air Two, one of which is to be Tranſported, having given one 
already: By Irvin To. one of which is to be Tranſporred, having 
given one already; By Hamilton Iwo, One of which is to be 
Tranſported; By Lanerk Two, one of which is to be Tranſ- 
ported ; By Glaſgow Two, one of which is to be Tranſported, 
having given one already; By Paiſſey Two, one of vl ich is to 
be Tranſported ; By Dumbartan Two, one of which is to be 
Tranſpotted; By Coupar Two, one of which is to be Tranſport · 
ed ; By Kirkcaldy Two, one of which is tobe Tranſported; By | 


Dumſermling Two, one of which is to be Tranſported: All 
which make up the abovenamed Number, out of which the half 
is to be Tranſported to the North after the way and manner 
above-expreſt. 

11. Thatoftheſe Foutty four out of the Presbytries above. 
named, The halfof them be appointed to goNorth by way of Miſ- 
ſion to the ſeveralProvinces they ſhall be allotted unto, ſo as to be 
there againſt the Firſt Sabbath of March next, and to ſtay there 
Three Moneths, Exerciſeing their Miniſtry according to the 
appointment of the Presbytries unto which they come; Andthe 
other halt to go North after the ſame manner, and to ſtay the 
ſame length of time, againſt the Firſt Sabbath of Jane next, and 
On thefe of them who have not been in the North already go 

rſt. | 

12. That the Brethren from the North do meet among them- 
ſelves and proportion theſe Twenty two among the ſeveral Pro- 
vinces of Angus and Mernes (comprehending Rattray pariſh) 
Aberdeen. Murray and Caithne/s,and that they concett amongſt 
themſelves, out of which of the above-written Presbytries they 
will have their Quora's, and that they do this before the Nomi. 
nation of the perſons to be Tranſported. 

T3, That theſe Fourty four, There be ſome Niniſters 

and Expectants out ol. Argy!Shire Nominate who being Preach- 
: | ers 


e 


above. 
of Miſ- 
as to be 
y there 


be taken off. by the Synod of the bounds, or next Aſſ 
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ers of the Higb land Language are to be alloued to ſupply Noa, 
Suckerland, Caitbueſs, and the Town of Inuernc/s. 

14. It is alſo Overtured, That ſuch as have been appoivted 


by the Judicatories of this Church finceths laſt General Aſſam- 


bly lor the Supply of the North, and have not abayad their Ap- 
— — —— Dilabedienos, but 


their Appointments renewed and they ordainad to go with the 
firſt Supplies. 


15, Ihat the General Aſſembly declare, That theſe > 
atter come to be ſettled with another Miniſter, That the ſaid 
Miniſter ſhall be declared, not Tranſportable from that Paroch 
without their conſent, and unleſs he have unſupportable Grievan- 
ces therein. 

16. That the Aſſembly Name Two or Three out of each Sy- 
nod on the South ſide of Tay. to meet with the Brethren of t 
North, to Concert the Names of the above Fourty tourMiniſters, 
and to preſent the ſame to the Aſſembly to be by l 


and Appointed. 


Additional Overtures for a more expedite planting the North 


1. TT is Overturedthatthe Presbytry of Irvine be exempted 
from any being Nominate to bs Tranſported, but not ex; 
cuſed from quarterly ſupplies. x 

2. That beſide the Brother of the Presbytry of Dalkeith,who 
is Tranſported already, they ſend one to the North in Miſſion. 

3. That the P tesby try of Dumfrezs, becauſe of the particular 
circumſtances 4 hang in, have the P resbycties of Penpont and 
Mzdlebee to help them, and tnat two fit perſons bs named eur of 
theſe Three Presbytries, aud not above one out of any one 
Presbytry ot the Three. | 4 

4. Thatinthe Nomination of the Commiſſion, One at leaſt 
out of every Presbytry be Named, who ſend Two of the Fourty 
four abovementioned 


5+ That the Suſpenſion to be inflicted in the caſe above - 
i 

they find inſuperable difficulties ariſing in the Miniſter Tranf- 
ported his obeying the ſentence: And providing they immediat. 
ly Nominate another fir perſon who ſhall effectually ſupply the 
others room. 

6. That out of St. Andrews p tesbytry; Two be Named and 
added to the Number. 

7. That all theſe Overtures ate condiſcended to, only for the 
preſent exigent, and that this ſhall be no Precedent far aftertimes — 
D t 


* 
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butincaſethere be any Tranſportations purſued afterward, that 
they ſhall procsed in the ordinary courſe and no otherways ? 

All theſe a abovewritten Overtures both Principal and Ad- 
ditional being maturely conſidered. The General Aſſembly of 
= — — Unanimous Vote did, and 

e, and Recommends and A 
. — ppoints according 


* At 


XIII 


Act anent T e({rmonials. 
Eadem Seſlione. 


HE General Aſſembly Appoints all Probationers thatAp- 

plies to P resbytries to bring not only ſufficient Teſtimo- 

nials, but alſo a Letter from a known perſon tothe I 

Presbytrie,and that the Presbytrie write to them from whom the 
Teſtimonials comes (if need be) to know the Verity thetcof. 


X I V. 
Att anent the Supply of Roſs, Sutherland and Caithneſs. 
Edinburgh 3 January 1696. Ante Meridiem Sell. 16. 


HE Generaly Aſſembly of this National Church, tak- f 
ing to their ſerious Confideration, the many Vacant 
Churches and great Deſolations that are in the Bounds 

of Roſs, Sutherland and Caithneſs, Do therefore ap- 
point, that there be ſent in Miſſion to the ſaids Bounds of &. 
therland, Roſs and Caithneſs, the Miniſters and Probationers 
aftermentioned, in manner and to the effect under-expreſt. vig. 
Mr. Robert Duncan ſon Miniſter from the Provincial Synod of 
Areyle, who is declared already Tranſportable, and upon a pb, 
Call to be Tranſported, in caſe the Commiſſion ſhall ſee cauſe, Chr 

| to 


General Aſſembly 1696. 


15 
hat | to whom that matter is hereby Referred; As alſo, that ſuch as 


have the Iriſh in Lowland-Congregations, be ſent in 


Ad. | Miſſjen, and upon Calls tranſported be the Commiſſion, and 
yof Jrhar in the ſame way that other Miniſters are appointed to be 
eby { Tranſported tothe North; And farder, that Mrs. Thomas and 
ling Hector Fraſers Probationets, (who were formerly appointed) 


go there, and Mr. Hugh Duff be ſent to that Ptesbytrie, re 
— his Tryals, in order to be ſettled there, and ſuch other Pro- 
tioners, that have the Iriſh Language, as the Sy nod of Ar- 


* yr can ſpare. 


* 
/ AG nominating and appointing Miniffers to go North, 
Ap- by way of Miſſion ; 
mo- 
the } Edinburgh 3 January 1696. Poſt Meridiem Sel. 17, 
the 


—ͤ —— 


ing to theit Conſideration, That by their Act. dated 

the laſt day of December laſt, they have laid down 

a way for a more expedite Planting of the Vacant 
Churches, on the North. ſide of Tay, and for that end, appoin- 
ted the Number of fourty four Miniſters, to be ſent North by 
way of Miſſion, and now having according to the ſaid Act. con- 
certed the Names ot thoſe to be ſent to the North, Do therefore 
ominate and Appoint the Miniſters from the ſeveral Presby- 
ies alternamed, torepait to theit teſpective Poſts in the North, 
n manner, at the times, and according to the proportions un- 
erwriten, vis. To the Province of Angus and Mert, (Inc lud: 


T AE General Aſſembly of this National Church, tak- 


ak- ing Rartray Pariſh,) From the Presbytrie of £r/itoun, Mr. 
ant W/Htiam Arras Miniſter of the Goſpel at Zing/ekirk, and Mr. 
nds William Abercromby at Lander; From the Presbyttie of Feds 
ap- Purgb, Mr. Fobn Cranſton at Creelling, and Mr. James Bor 
.- at Bedrule; From the Presbytrie of Edinburgh, Mr. T ho- 
ers nas Wilkie at Edinburgh, the other to be appointed by the 
1g. Presbyrrie thereof ; From the Presbytrie of Lanert, Mr, Pa- 
| of frick Ea at M iſlaum, and Mr. John Bryce at Craufurd. 
n.a . To the Province of Aberdeen, From the Presbytrie of 
uſe, Chire/ide, Mr. James Ramſay at Eymouth, and Mr. Andrew 
to Guthrie at Earum; From the Presbytric ot Meiroſs or Selk- 


g. Mr. Hugh Craig at Gallaſbieldt, and Mr. Robert Edgar at 
Maxtine 
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 eMantine; From the Pregbytrie of Damber, Mr. Andrew 
Brown at Sport, and Mr. Joby Currie at Oldhamſtocks ; From 
che trie of Peebles, Mr. Robert Taitt at Traquair, and 
Mr. James T bomſon at T weedmure ; From the Presbyrrie of | _ 
gar, Mr. James Brown at Waiſioun, and Mr. Jobs Sandi 
at Do/pbrngtoun; From the Presbytrie of Air, Mr. 
Thomas Kennedy at Ballmirea, and Mr Andrew Rodger at 
Galfioun; From the Presbytcic of Paiſley, Mr. James Stirl- 
ing at Kilbarchan, and Mr. Johns Paſley at Lochennoch; From 
the Presbytrie of Kirkcaldy, Mr. Martme Shanks at Auch- 
tertoul, and Mr. James Inglis at Burntiſlana; From the 
trie of Loc , Mr. William Steel at Lochmaben, 
and gb Mabendry at Daliaun; From the Presbytti 
of Kir igt, Mr. Samuel Spalding at Partane, and Mr 
John Mardoch at Corſemichae/. To the Province of Murray, 
From the Presbyttie of Edinburgh, Mr. John Gilchriſt at South. 
Lieb, the other to be nominate and appointed by the Presbytriq . 
From the Presbytrie of Hamilton, Mt. James Hog at Dalſer f / 
and Mr. Joſeph Drew at New monkland; From the Presby- 
trie of Danbartan, Mr. David Fleckfield at Balparon, and Kc. 
Mr. John Ritchie at Kilpatrick; From the Presbyrtie of Cou- 
par, Mr. Andrew Toung at Munzie, and Mr. William Selk- | 
. From the Presbytrie of St. Andrews, Mrif,* 
ſtrur 


Gordon at Lengubars, and Mr. Thomas Black at Ka- — 
er; From the Presbytries of Damfrees, M: 
and Penpont, Mr Jobs Lurup at i - 
Mortoun. Toche Provinceot Caithneſs, From the Presbyriie oſſap 
Liazithgow, Mr. Donald lat erry, and Mr. John" 4 
Bonar at Terpbucban; Feomthe F resbytrie ol Dumſermiing, In 
Mic. William Innes at Carnock, and Mr. Alexander Steedman 
Beeth.The General appoints the Brerbren,whc 
are firſt named in each Presbyrrie, to go ſo, as to be there the firſt 
Sabbath of March, and che laſt named in each Pregbytris, a 
gaialt the firſt Sabbath of Juxe next: As alſo, the Genet 
appoints, that theſe of the ſaid Brethren firſt namec 
who are actually 3 their teſpective Poſts in the North 
ſtay ſometime — that to ſtand for their Miſſion, | 
vertue of this Act. | 


= 
x 


and Mr. John Paiſley a5 


Genera! Aſſembly, 1695. 17 
Ir et | | 
rom 8 2 XVI. 


ie of |, As approving the Proceedings of the Commiſſons of the 


2 General I ſemblier, 1690, and 1694. 
＋ at |. '  Eadem Seſſione. 
tirl- 


ing heard the Report of a Committee of their own 
* Number, appointed to Reviſe, Conſider and EAa: 
©crie Inine the Afings and Proceedings of the Commuſſion for Vi. 
— rations on the South fide of Tay, appointed by the Genera- 
fſembiy 169 o, beginning the 1 4 day of November 1690, and 

the zo of Oc lober 1691 years, incluſive of both days; 
As alſo, the Actings and Proceedings of the Commſſioners ap. 
* nted by the General Aſſembly 1694, to meet at Edinburgh, 
t. Peginnin the 18 April 1694, and ending the 5 day of. Apri 
1 $695, inclufiveof boch days, and after ſerious and mature Con. 


C ation thereof, Finding that the whole Acts, Proceedi 


_ 1 * General Aſſembly of this National Church, tay- 


9210 Concluſions of the ſaids Commiſſioners, contained in t 
" Regiſter thereof, do evidence much Wiſdom, Diligence, Vigi- 
Ar lancie, and commendable Zeal ; and that the ſaids Commiſſio: 
t Ea. ners have orderly and formally proceeded in every thing, accord. 
1e ng to their Commiſſions, and Inſtructions; Therefore, this 
ſley ai General Aſſembly did, and hereby do unanimouſly Ratifie and 
m8 0a pprove the ſaids whole Acts, Proceedings, and Concluſions 
r. Jahn che ſaids Commiſſioners appointed by the ſaids General Af- 
mblies 1690, and 1694 Veats. * 


n, we 
ne firſt 
ris, a 
ener XVII. 


— 


Northy, .. Ap proving the Proceedings of tbe Committee. for the 
on. 7] North, «ppointed by the General Aſſembly 1694. 


Eadem Seſlione. 


Ar HE General Aſſembly of this National Church, have. 


ing heard the Report of a Committee, of their 

owa Number. appointed ro Reviſe, Conſider and 
xamire the AFings and Proceedings ot the Commuttee for 
2. the 
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tbe North appointed by the General Aſſembly, held at Edinburg F 
in the year 1694, beginning the 14 day of Jane, and ending ©* 
the 29 day of Auguſt next thereaiter ; and alter ſerious ande 
mature conſideration thereof, finding that the whole Acts. Pro 
ceedings and Concluſions of the ſaid Committee, contained inthe 
R ſter thereof, ſubſcribed by Mr. illiam Mackie Clerk there 
to, evidence much Wiſdom, Prudence, Diligence Vigilancy,a 1 
commendable Zeal, and that the ſaid Committee hath orderly 

TR poquended in eyery thing according to their Com Co 
miſſion Inſtructions: therefore, This General Af 
ſembly, by an unanimous Vote, did, and hereby do Ratity an 
Approve the ſaids whole Acts, Proceedings and Concluſions e 
the faid Committee, appointed tor the Norrb, contained i 
the laid Regiſter. . 


XVIIL 


ng to Mimniflers to Preach Cate. 
chetical Doctrine. | 


AT Re 


HE General Aſſembly of this National Church, Ce 
| ſideriog how and edifying it is, That th 

People be well acquainted with the Foundamer 
Principles of the Chriſtian Re = Do therefore Recommeniſ 
to the care of Miniſters, that beſide their ordinary Work obs 
Catechiſing. they alſo preach Catechetical Doctrine, at ſuc 
times, and in ſuch manner, as they ſhall find moſt conduciviay 
for the Edificarion of theu Flocks. 


AZ anent Recommendations for Charity. 


| | Eadem Seſlione. ny * 

4 HE General Aſſembly Appoints that no Miniſter, Ki 
| Seſſions or Elders giveRecommendations tor Charity 

* any without the bounds of theit own Parochins, | 
Presbytries without the bounds of their Presbytries, nor Provi 
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8 ynods without their bounds, and that any Recommendati- 
{3 o be given within their Reſpe&ive bounds ſhall be fora 
finice time. 


XX. 

— e. ii of the General A fembly for fome Commiſſioners 1 0 
meet at Edinburgh. 

y and Eadem Seſſione. 

ns © 

wF HE General Aſſembly of this National Church Confj- 


" dering the many Vacant Churches on the North fide of 
Tay, and having laid down a way for a more ExpeLite 
lancing of Miniſters thercin, doth chereforg by theſe Preſents 


— {Nominate and Appoint Mr. Fobn Dy/err of the Goſpel 
t Coldingham, Mr. William Jath at Kelſo, Mr. John Vetch at 
eftruther, Mr. Gabriel Semple at Fed eb, Mr. Rebert Wil. 


at Melroſs, Mr. Fobn forrei at Linton, Mr. George Andrew 
Preftimpans, Mr. Patrick C at Ormiflon, Mr, Jobn 
at Edinburgh, Mr. David Williamſon at We## Kirk, Mr. 
ge Barclay nUpball, Mr William Nuſel at Stobo, Mr. 
Nobert Livineſfos at Libertoum, Mr. tar Sree at Drum - 

s, Mr. Thomas Shetlds at Sanqubar, MY George Mulligine 
Moffat, Mr, James Armfrony, at Camaby, Mr. Andrew 
» at Kirkcudbright, Mr. Jomer Gulchrefy — 9 


Hugh Thomſon at A maurer, Mr George Clelland at S 
Jobs Bannatyme ot Lanert, Mr, Þ Sim /on xr wy 
Mr, Jabs Hardy at Dambartan, Mt. Daniel Campbel at Ri. 
ork inches, Mr. John Darroch at Craigneſs, Me. Alexander 
u ſuciDovels/s at Logy; Mr. George Hamilton at St. Andrews, Mr, 


ard Jomie/on at Monymeat: Mr. Archibald RiddelatWeems 
. Allan Logan at Torryburn, Mr James Kirtoun mEd! 
Mr · George Meldram there, Mr. David Blair there, Mr, 1 
bert Rule there, Mr. Thomas Wilkie at Cannongate, Mr- william 
rie lion at Edinburgb. Mr, William Dunlop Principal of the 
Univerſity at Glaſgow, Mr. T bomas Millar at Kir klifloun, and 
Mr Willkam Monerieff at Largo, Mr, Richard Hlouiſon at Mu vi. 
b, Mr. Wellam Trail at Borthwick, Mr. William Burnet 
, Nr. Matthew Selkrig at Crichton, Mr. Alexander 
þb at Abercern, and Mr. John Monerieff at Edinburgh, 
ers. With George Earl of Melvil Lord Privy-Seal, Wil. 
Earl of Crewfwrd, George Eatl of Sutherland, Patrick 
arity 14 . 1 Sir James Srewart His Majeſties Advocat 
Adam 


ducivi 


E 2 


= The ACTS of the 
Adam Cockburn of OrmiflounLord vu tice Clerk,” Sir AlexarliC 
der Sreonton of Mer ſfogton, Sit Colin lof Aberuchie, 8 
David Home of. Cro/irig, and Sit John Hamilton of HaleraiS1, 
Four of the Senators of the Colledge of Juſtice, Sir R 
Cheiſly Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, Sir James Ogilvy of that 
His Majeſties Sollicitor. Mr. Francis ( Montgomery of Giffarher 
Lieutenant Collonel John Erskine, William Baillie of Lind gin 
— Su T homas Stewart of Kirkfield, Sit Thoma: Burnet Hikos 
jeſties Phyſician, Sir Jobw Clerk of Pennycook, Sir Ap 
chibald © Murre of Thorntoun, Mt. Archibald Dickſon 
of ' Tourelands, Walter Stewart of Pardovane, Jams 
Mcclurg late Dean of Gild of Edinburgh, and Ale 
eMonteth Deacon-Convgener of Edinburgh Ruling Elde 
To be Comiſſioners of the General Aſſembly to the Effect aſt 
expreſt, with full Power and Commiſſion tothe ſaids Perſons 
or their Quorum which is hereby Declared to be any Fitteen of? 
the ſaids Commiſſione's, whereof Nine are always to be Mini 
ſters, to meet and cc nveen within the Aſſembly Houſe at Ed. 
burgh upon the Firſt Tueſday after the Diſſolution of this Gend x; 
ral Aſſembly, at Ten a Clock inthe Forenoon, and afterward 
to meetthe Firſt Wedne/day of every Moneth, and oftnex 
they ſhallſce needſul, during the Continuance of this Commiſ 
on; And the General Aſſembly Requires all the Members of th 
Commiſſion to attend punctually the fitſt Meeting thereof, au 
2 Meetings thereatter, and which Commiſſioner 
at their ks Meetings, are to take to their conſideFſhir 
ration the particular Affaits Recommended to them by the Ge] 
neral Aſſembly, and the Monethly and Quarter ings te 
conſidet the Tranſportations of the Twenty two Miniſters trox 
the South tothe North, with Power alſo to the ſaid Commiſſio: 
ers to chuſa theirown Moderator and Clerk, And ſicklike i 
General Aſſembly fully Impowers and Authorizes the ſa 
. Commiſſioners and their Quorum ſoreſaid, to Conſider, Coe G 
noſce, and finally determine as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, in all Regio: 
rences, Appeals and other matters that have been ot ſhall. $ourſ; 
particularly Remitted to them for that Ee by any AR or Me 
der of this Aſſembly, all which are bolden as hereinexpreſ®My ſt: 
And finally to proceed and cognoſce in every thing contained in, 1: 
and conform to the Overtures and Inſtructions chereanent, ap- ND 
by this General Aſlembly upon the laſt day ot '/ 
laſt,Entituled, Aci approving Overtures anent a more expeditDead 
and certain way for planting the North with fixed Miniffer$evel 
as fully and freely as if the lame were in theſe preſents at fuſparic 
length inſert aud ſet down, This Commiſſion is alſo to corte en 
pond with the State for appointing Faſts and — as o 


caſion falls out, and to ſpecily the Cauſes thereof. reat 


UMI 
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bu 


2 — ol the next General Aflembly of this Na. 


againſt the Atheiflical Opinions of the Deifts ; and /or- 
eftabliſh:ng tbe Confeſſion of Faith. 


Gene Ediaburgh 4 January 1696. Ante Meridiem Sell. 18. 
ward | | 6 ultima 


HE General Aſſembly of this Narional Church taking 
otth totheir ſerious Conſideration, That in many places not 
f. an: a ſew of Athciſtical Principles, who go under the Name 

ner Derffs, and ſot the time refuſe the odious Character of 45eiff 
iſideFpincain and e Principles — to Scep. 
ie Ge % and Arbei LA ele fear 
r 7s 0 ſpreadi of angrene » W (as it 
8 troqfcredil yintormed) there are not wanting Active Factors tor 
5 tan. and his of Darkneſs, who make it their great 
e thPuſineſs ro overturne and Ridicule true and pure Religion, Do 
"I ſ⸗ ore ſeriouſly Recommend to, andenjoin che Miziſters of 


ner 


nmiſ 


Code Goſpel, where there is any apparent hazard of ſuch a con. 
tReffagion; to warn and che Lords ſt chat Infernal 
all Noutſe, and to the Abominableneſs of the Tenets of thoſe 


or ¶ Men, ſuch as the denying of all Revealed Religion, the Grand 
preſ{Myſteries of the Goſpel. viz, The Dotirme of the Trinity. 
ied in, Incarnation of the Meſſias, His Satisfa/71on to Juſtice, 
It, ap- Na ion through Him. Juflification by Hir imputed Righte- 
er to them who believe on His Name, the Reſurret7ion of the 

edit Dead, and ma word the certamty and Authority of Scripture 
ufler Revelation. Ar alſo their Aſſerting that there mu be a Mathe. 
at fuÞþatica/ evidence for each purpoſe, bejore we can be obliged to 
e ent to any prope fition thereanent, and thet Natura ! Light is 


FT 7 to Salvation.It is alſo hereby req ĩ ed that Authors who 
as thi rear well ol thoſe — the people in ordet to 
2 10 0 per- 


J 
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1 Aslikeways, That Miniſters deal ſerioufly with tt 

ſeduced. and ſuch as are moſtly in Hazard to be perverted 1 
but eſpecially with Seducers and Impoſtors, that aſtet ſufficienf ſe 
- inſtruction and Admoaition, theſe be proceeded againſt as Scan ti 
dalous, and Heretical Apoftats uſe to be: And in General u 


A doth Diſchatge all Miniſters and other Member a 
of this Church to Pabliſh ot Vent eithet by Speaking, Writing a 
Printing, Teaching or Preaching any Doctrine. Tenet or Opy, I. 


nion contrare unto,or Inconſiſtent with the Confeſſion of Fart 
of this Church, or any. Article, part or propoſition thereir 
And appoints tnat all ſuch as contraveen this Act or any pay g. 
thereot be Cenſuted by the Church according to their Demerirgy fi 


XXII. 


A anent Students, 
| Eadem Seſſione. 


Danger that atilech to the Church, and to the Sc 

of People, and the Contempt that may be brought c 
the Miniſtty, by re e Ordaining Young Men, witly 
out ſufficient Proof of their Piery, Gravity, Prudence, Sobrict 
Orthodoxy, and Learning; Do therefore Appoint, that ſtri 
Enquiry be made into all theſe Qualifications, of ſuch as are c 
fered to Presbytries, in order to paſſicg their Tryals, and tł 
ſuch be rejected. who have not ſufficient Teſtimonials from Ut 
verfities, of their good Behaviour and Proficiency; ( and th 
the uſual School- Degrees be enquired after, though not made 
neceſſary Qualification.) or atleaſt, ſhould not be found to ha 
retrieved their loft time at Schools, by after-diligence ; As. 
that ſuch as are eſteemed to be vain, or imptudent, or proud, 
worldly-minded, by the generality of ſober intelligent Perſcngy 
who convetſe with them, ſhall be kept back from that Sacre: 
Work : 

In order to the Education of Young Men ſot the Miniſtry, 

is recommended to Profeſſors in Divinity, that they require q; 
fach Students as they employ in any Excrciles, Teſliaou e fro 
Univerſities where they have Studicd, and Places where the 
have Lived. | 


TN General Aſſembly taking rotheir Conſideration tł 


- £Ax 


we %.. 9 on 


General Aſſembly) 696. - £3 

th -> The General Aſſembly conſidering how neceſlary it is, that 
they who declate the de 8 —— to othets, ſhould them. 

— underſtand them int 

— 


Languages; Do requize, 
none: be _ 8 Preach,. or — to the Miniſtry 


they giye leer & 
— 1 And My: en y hy he Ger 


all Candidats forthe Miniſſcy. 4 ſtudy alſothe othe Orientall 
Languages, eſpecially the Cha/daick, and Syriack, lo tar as 
they can. 
It is 14100 Recommended! hit they be tryed be only i in the 
great Controverſies of Religion; But alſo, in the Controver- 
ies concerning the Government and Diſcipline of the Church. 

Y | 


XXIII. 
A anont: Irregulorities. 


Eadem Seſſions. 


> Sc HE General Aſembly do ſeriouſly ſcrioufly Recommend it 
gh a to all Sy nods and Presbytries, that they advert 
dhe many bac e hy av 
brict fixed Minifters, many of whom atę lying under Ec- 
© iris cleſisſtick Cenſures, ro the great Scandal" und bindetantt of 
are off the Goſpel, and tending to che Rending of Churches and Con: 
d ch gtegations; and prudently to proceed to take ſuch courſe n 
| . as rd none SedLy of the Caſe and Time Be. 
ints Presbyrrics, where an great Difliculty 


ry Moen og to conſult their Synods, ot che 
by this Aſſembly thereanent before't 
proces ag fre ear 


N 
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XXIV. 


The General Aſſemblies LETTER 


T O 
HIS MAJESTY. 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty. 


S We do Adore the Infinite Goodnefs and Mer- 
cy of GOD towards Britam and Ireland, in 
ſerting Your M AFESTT7 KING over 
Us, and in working by You fo great Delive 

» rance for Us; ſo We do from Our Hearts bleſs 

GOD, for mercifully Preſerving Your Sacred Perſon, in 
midſt of ſo many Dangers as You: have been expoſed to, by 
Sea and Land, and in granting ſuch Succeſs ro Your Arms 
the laſt Campaign, | 

We do alſo, with humble Gratitude, acknowledge Your 
MAJESTIES many Royal Favours to this Church, and } 
that not only under the ſhadow of Your Protection, and with = 
the Countenance of Your MAJESTIE'S Authority and Laws, 
We may peaceably meet rogether in a National Aſſembly; 
But that Your. MAJESTY hath Honoured Us, to ſend, as 
Your Commiſſioner, to repreſent Your MAJESTIE'S Roy- 
al PERSON Us, the Lord Carmichael, a Perſon of 
known and — Integrity and Loyalty to Your MA] E- 
STV. and ho hath been formetly, and ſtill is moſt accep- 
table ſo Us all. | 
We do humbly and confidently hope, Your MAJE- 
SI V. as appointed of GOD, to be the Nurſing Father ot 
his Church, will continue Your Royal Fayour and A. 
on to Us, and Command the Vigorous Execution of Your 
Good Laws, againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs, 

That Our Land may be throughly reformed from Vice, and 

purged of whatſoever doth offegd. 

We do fincerely profeſs, That next to Our Duty to GOD 

Moor LORD JESUS @HRIST, it is Our deſire to ap. 

prove Our ſelves dutiſul Subjetts ro Your MAJES1Y,, And uch 

it ſhall be Our Endeavour, by Doctrine and Example, in OurKher 
ſeveral ities, to promote Your MAJESTLIE'S Honour, Mere 
and Service in the LORD among the People. 


{ 


— IR — — — 


General Aſſembly, 1696. 25 
That Almighty GOD may Bleſs and long Preſeve Your 
Royal PERSON, Direct and Proſper Your Councils, and 
Government, Grant You always Dutiful and Loyal Subjects. 
aichful and Victorious Armies and Navies. Give You the 
arts of Your Subjects, and Necks of Your Enemics, That 
Leligion and Righteouſneſs may Flowriſh in Your Days, That 
ou may be a Repairer of the Breaches, and Builder of the 
ouſe of GOD, and the Reſtotet of the Peace and Liberty 
df Europe, is, and ſhall be the inceſſant. Prayer of 


May it pleaſe Tow MAJESTY, 


Tour MAFESTIE'S moſt Faithful, 
moſt Obedient, and moſt Humble Subjects, 


4 in T he Mini lers and Elders, met in this. National 
over Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


live Signed in Our Preſence, in Our Name, 
bleſs and at Our Appointment, - 


, by By | 


Arms Patrick Simſon Moder ator: 


A 


h — 
pbly ; . 


= dt I continuing the Supplies of Preach for ble North, c04- 
AJE- form to the Alt of the General Aſſembly 1694. 


nas 4 Eadem Seſſione. 

AJE-+ | i | 

er of HE General Aſſembly Conſidering that the Vacancies 

7 on the North (ide of the Rrver of Tay have increaſ- 
our 


ſed greatly ſince the fitting of the laſt General Aſſem. 
[neſs, bly ; As alſo, the paucity ot Miniſters in theſe parts, 
and having be fore them ſeveral Petitions from Noblemen, 

entlemen, Burgelles and others, living in theſe Parts. Crav- 
3OD ng that the Aſſembly would increaſe the Supply of theſe Bounds, 
o ap. nd promiſing that they ſhould give all due encouragement to 
 Andach, as the Lord by this Aſſembly ſhall be pleaſed to direct to 
) Ourfhem. Therefore the General Aſſembly have ordained, and 
nour, hereby Ordains the ordinary Supplies for the North, to conti. 

us till the next General Aſſembly, conform tothe 14 AR of 
Thar a the 
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the laſt General Aſſembly, Entiruled, Ar appointimg /orve ul 
niſters for the Supply of the North; And Recommends " 
Presbytries and Synods, that theſame be made eſſectual, the | 
named, and formerly appointed to be ſent from the ſeveral P 
bytries by way of Miſſion, being always ſuſtained as a part 
the ſaid Supply: And laſtly, the General Aſſembly exempiſe 
the Province of Perth in their preſent Circumſtances, fror 
all Supplies to the North. | | 


| | 


F 


1 XxxI 


Declaring the Appeals made te this Aſſembly, fra hr 
. the Committee of the Aſſembly 1694 for the { 
North, to be fallen from, and Null. 12 


Eadem Seſſione. 


HE General Aſſembly conſidering, that they had up&,.. 
| the ſecond Day of Jannary inſtant, cauſed call thai, 
— Perffons, 9 from, Proteſted againſſhe 
and Declined the Committee appointed for the North. by tim 
late General Aſſembly, to have Compeared beſote the aff lar 
ol this Aſſembly, to proſecute their ſaios Appeals and Proteſifem 
tions, and Anſwer for their Declinatures, with Certificationygir 

compeared not, to proſecute the lame before that ti 
their ſaids Appeals and P roteſtations ſhould be declared to 
fallen from, Void, and Null. And now finding that ua 
faids Perſons have not Compeared before this Aſlemblhs j 
for the Effect ſoreſaid. Therefore the General Aſſembiſtal 
Do hereby Declare all the ſaids Appeals to be deſerted, fal 
from, void and null, to all intents and purpoſes, becauſe the 
have not been infiſted in, before this Aſſembly. E 


1 — 
* 
% 


v 
XXVII 5 
1 
Aud Sentence Suſpenſion ag«inſt Mr. John Hepburn, 


Avi 
Eadem Seſſione. uſpe 
if 
b General Aſſembly of this National Church, Takilfſe,? 
into their ſerious Confideration the References made 
them concerning Mr. John Hepburn Miniſter, and having oft 
caull 


General Aſſembly, 1696. 27 
„Me zuſed call the ſaid Mr. ahn to have compeared before this 
Is Abend, conform to —.— given him thereanent, To 
chelAnſwer to theſe things wherewith he is charged, but he not 
Pro ing, The General Aſſembly upen the Twenty fitth day 
art December laſt Appointed a Committee ol their own Number 
api o conſider the whole proceſs led againſt him and make Report, 
tronfwhich Committee did upon the I hird day of January inftant, 
| ing in ſome Overtures thereanent.and the ſaid — — her 
ith an Extra/t ot the Proceſs and Depoſitions of Wit ted 
oainſt him; As alſo his own Confeſſion being confidered, 
zeneral Aſſembly (ound that leveral Articles were ſufficiently 
roven againſt him, and thetefore were of the Jud that 
ugh the ſaid Mr. John Hepburs deferved the higheſt cen- 
re of the Church, yet to manitelt all tendernels and willing: 
fs to Reclaim him, They did appeine-chat in caſe t.) 

11 (zphurn would oblige himſelf under his hand, to walk orderly 
all time coming, and Embrace a Call when offered to him, and 
blige himſelf to attend the Charge he ſhould be fixed to, and 
ubmit himſcif tothe Reſpective Judicatories of this Church, 
d up nd forbear alter this to Preach or Exerciſe any other part of his 
Il ch Miniſtry without the conſent of tho ſaid Judicatories, in that thſe 
ainfthe Aſſembly declared they ſhould let all Proceſſes led Mainſt 
y tim tall, But in caſe he eithet appeared not befere this Aſſembly 
laſt dat ſhould not oblige himſclt as 2 foreſaid, then the General Af: 
roteſt ably appointed him to be Suſpended from the Office of tha 


carion{iiniſtry, with certification that he ſhould be Depoſed by the Sy- 


ar ti of Drumfrees, it he ſhould be found to contraveen the ſaid 
d to FAR of Wuſpenſion, with which Seorence the ſaid Syned ſhall ac+ 
hat MWuaint all ocher Presbytries within this National Church. Like- 
lemblſhs in caſe the faid Mr. Jabs ſhall be Depoſed, The Genes 


ſemblgal Aſſembly did apppoint that the whole Proceſs led againſt 
, fall$hum ſhall be Printed: That all Men may ſee the Moderation and 
uſe theJuſtice of the ſeveral Judicatories that had occafion toProceſs him 
and in caſe that the Aſſembly ſhould Suſpend him, and he ſubmit 
hereunto, that it ſhould be tree tor the ſaid Synod or Presbytris 
pf Dumfreesto take off the ſaid Sentence upon his Application 
and defire of the lame, and embraceing the Terms above ſpeci 
. and upon the Day and Date heteot, The ſaid Mr. John 
epburs being again Thrice publickly Called at the moſt Patent 
Poor of the Church, — — 22 and not 
ompearing, The General Aſſem eing well, and ri 
* ivited with the whole Premiſſes, did and hereby do a, 
Luſpend the ſaid Mr. John Hepburn ſtom the Exerciſe of his Mi- 
iſtry, and appoints theſe Preſents to be Intimate by the Mini- 
er, who is to Preach in the New Church ot Edinburgh the 


G 2 next 


Taki 
made 
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next Lordi. Day: As alſo that the Sentence be afterwards i 
timare in all the Paroch Churches within the Provincial Synoc 
of Glaſgow, Air and Dumfrees. 


T he next General Aſſembly of this National Church, is to & 
held at Edinburgh upon the ſecond day of January, One Thou 4 
ſand Six hundred and Niiety ſeven Years. 


TheGeneral Aſſemby being cleſ'd ; The Members were tf: 
mi d with Prayer, Singing of the 8 5 Pſalm from the C Verſd 6. 
to the end, and Nennen of the Bleſſing. 


Collected, and Extracted, From the Record 
of the General A ſſembly, By Me. 58. 
J. Bannatyne. 2 Hu. National 19, 


TA B L Ek 


Of the Printed ACTS of this 
ASSEMBLY. 


1 


A 
þ 
f 
/ 
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8. 
Page. \ 
HE Meeting of the General Aſſembly 3. 
2. Act continuing Mt. Joby Law Moderator till q 
Friday next. 4. NI 
3. Act appointing Mr. John Bannatyne to Officiate as Clerk 
till Friday next. Ibid 
4. Appointment ot a Diet to be kept by the Aſlembly for 
Prayer. 1bid 
5. Appointment of another Diet for Prayer 54 
ö. A Diet ſpent in Prayer Ibid, 


7, The Recording of His Majeſtie's Commiſſion 30 Jobs 
Lord Carmichael, for Repreſenting his Majeſty in 
this Aſſembly. with che Commiſſion r and Moderator's {4 
Specches. {big ben 
8. Act anent Commiſſioners to the Genet al Aſſembly. n 
9. Act anent Traffiqueing Prieſts, and the Education of 7 
young Noblemen, Gentlemen, and othets Children Con 
of Popiſh Parents. A o 


10, AC 


. 


d. AR anent Quakers. Ibid. 
ds i 7 An Overture and AR anent Novations Ibid. 
nod . Act approving Overtutes anent a more expedite and 


certain way of planting the North with fixed Miniſters 10. 


to A · Act anont Teſtimonials 14. 
bon! Act anent the Supply of Roſs, Sutherland and 
| Caithneſs, Ibid, 


I. Act nominating and appointing Miniſters to go North 
„ by way of Miſſion. , 15. 
Verſq 6. AR approving the Proceedings of the Commiſſions of 

the General Aſſemblies 1690 and 1694, 17. 
7. Act the Proceedings ot the Committee for 
rd the North, appointed by the Aſſembly 1694 —Tbid. 
#3. Act Recommending to Miniſters to P reach Careche- 


| tical Doctrine X 18. 
nal #9, Act arent Recommendations for Charity Ibid. 
. Commiſſionof the General Aſſembly for ſome Come 
t miſſioners to meet at Edmburgh 19. 
1: Act againſt the Atheiſtical Opinion of the Deiffs; and 
for Eſtabliſhing the Conteſſion of Faith 11. 
1. Act anent Students. 11. 


Az. Act anent Itregularities. 13. 
[ 4: The General Aſſemblies Letter to His Majeſty 24. 
7 Ns. Act continuing the Supplies of Preaching forthe North, 
conform to the Act ot the General Aſſembly 1694. 25. 
N 6. Act Declaring the Appeals made to this Aſſembly, 
ö from the Committee of the Aſſembly 1694 for 


the North, to be fallen from, and Null. 26. 
8. Act and Sentence of Suſpenfion againſt 
age. | Mr. Fohn Hepburn. | Tbid: 


3. 
INDEX of the As &c. of this General Aſſembly which are 


L wort here Printed. 


K Lection of Mr. Patrick dim Moderator. Sell. 4. 
1bid Act Appointing Mr. John Bamnatyne to continue in offi 
ciating as Clerk untill another be choſen, and Nicol Spence to 
75% afliſt in that Office. /bidem 
" ppointmenrt of a Committee for Overtures. 16, 
« dmmirtee for Bills References and Appeals. 176 
„ Fj" ommittee for contrayerted Elections and Commiſſions. Seff. 4 
767 ;{ommirree for Synod Books. Sefl. 5, 
<ommittee for Revifing the Acts and proceedings of the Com- 
c | miſfionsfor the Sourb, and Committee for the North fide of 
1 T ay, appointed by the General Aſſembly 1694 16, 
Committee to conſider the State of this Church on the North fide 
of Tay. and prepare Overtures thereanent. Ibid. 
H Report 


Ae 


3 * 
"7 


) 
Report anent contraverred Elections and Commiſſions. 16, 
and certification againſt Members that attend not Com 
tees. Sell. 6. 

Committee for Nominating Miniſters ro Preach before t 
Commiſſioner, and ſupplying the Churches of the Miniſter 
of . and Wet. Kirk, who are Commiſſioners t 
this Aſſembly. 16. | 

Recommendation to Mr. John Law and Mr. David William) ae 
ſon Miniſters, with the Aſſiſtance of the Lords Creſrig an 
Halcraig, Sit James Ogilvie and the Agent for the Kirk, t 
Excerpt the Acts of Parliament that concern the Churc 

and that are againſt Profanity that the ſame may be Printe 
and Recommending to all Kirk · Seſſions to have them. 176. 

The Univerſity of St, Audreus Excuſed for not ſending a Com 

miſfioner to this Aſſembly. 16. 


Recommendation to Mr. 7obn Law to Print his Sermon at ih - 
opening of this Aſſembly. end. & 
Recommendation in fayours of Mr. William Cameron late” y 
Incumbent at Greenock for Charity, Sell. 7. 1 
Act Refuſing the Tranſportanon of Mr. William Mitchel 0 


Old Machar, and continuing him at Dundee. Seſſ. 83. 
Act Tranſporting Mr. James O/burn from Kilmarnock to Aue « 
deen. Sell. 9. Con 
Reference to the Presbytrie of Dundie, with the concurrence o 4, 
ſuch as are, or ſhall be appointed by the Synod of Fife, t@ h 
ſertling an Elderſhip at 4/yth, And AR in favours of that p ' fa 


riſh for ſupply of Preaching. Seſſ 10. Act 
Committee for Reviſing the proceeaings of the Commiſſion tt 
the Aſſembly 1690. 161d. fc 


Act Tranſporting Mr. George Hamilton from Newburn to NA 
Andrews. Sell. 11. 


Act in fayours of the pariſh of Rattray for ſupply of Preachin — 
Ibid. [Rec 
Act appointing ſuch are Deficient in bringing in the Collectiqq N 
for Mr George Gordon's Encouragement in the Study of ti th 


Oriental Languages, to make payment thereoſ to John ii 
ſon Elder Factor in Edmbuugh, Ib. 
Remit to the P resbytrie of Kelfs, concerning the Call ol O/A to 
Marc har to Mi John Dalgleiſp with Liberty of an Appeſ Act 

to the Sy nod of Merſe or Commiſſion. Seſl. 12 efe 
Act appointing the Presbytries of Dur, hirn. ſide and Selkrig 
proceed to Cenſure Mt. Charles Linkthgow ſor Counter ſcitimiece 

a Teſtimonial, 16. „ 
The Aſſemblies Anſwer to a Supplication from ſevatal Gentl 
— and others in Marray &c. craving Supply of Preachin 
Sell. 13. | 
Act Tranſporting Mr. Nobert Langlands from the Baromy · Xu eco 
of Cage to Elgine. Seſſ. 14. 


(1 
-| 4 Atdeclaring Mr. Alexander Sheilds Tranſportable, &c. I 
Act — Mt. James I homſon from Collington to Elgin, 
Sell. 15. 
re tg Act — all the Appeals made from the Committee for the 
Nprth appointed by the General Aſſembly 1694 to be tallen; 
incaſe they do not inſiſt therein betore the laſt day of this 
. Aſſembly. 16. 
iam] Ad appointing Mr. William Mackie to deliver up the Records 
g and of the Committee for the North and all Papers relatcing to the 
ſame to Nicol Spence. 16. 
eference to the Commiſſion of the Proceſs anent Tranſporta- 
tion of Mr. Villiam Innes irom Carnockto Peartb. 16btd. 
cts approving the provincial SynodBooks after mentioned oi. 
1. of Pearthand Stirling, 2. of Drumfrees. 3. of Lothian 
and Tweddale, 4. of Hife. 5, of Argyle and 6. of Glaſgow 
and Air. 16. 
& anent a Petition of the Gentle men in the Synod of Argyle, 
# late” ich the Aſſemblies determination in their Favours, as alſo 
| a Relerence to the Commiſſion of Mr. Robert Dauncanſons 
*. caſe, Sell 16. 
At approving Overtures anent Mr. Joby Hepburn, containing a 
46 certification it he comply not therewith, 16, 

Committee forReviſing the ſeveral Proceſſes againſt Mt Jahn Hep: 
nce of bury, and to anſwer the Objections that he and his followers 
fe, i have againſt Communion with this Church, and prepate the 
hat pf ' ſame forthe Preſs. 1. 

Act approving of the Presbytrie of Edinburghs Accompts anent 
ion F the expending of the 400 lib. Starling Gitted by his Majeſty 

for defraying the publick Charges of this Church. Sefl: 17, 
to YAQ approving the Sentence of the Committee for the North ap- 
pointed by the Aſſembly 1694, againſt Mr, Henry Scrim- 
geour. Ibid. 
{Recommendation to His Majeſties Sollicitot, to proſecute ſuch 
Miniſters who after the Cenſures of the Church continue in 
their !cregularities 16, 
eſtation of Mr. T homas Ramſay againſt thoſe who had de- 
clined, proteſted againſt and appealed from the Committee 
tor the North appointed by the Aſſembly 1694. 16. 
\ppe8AQt approving the Synod-Book of Mer/e and 7 eviotdale. 16. 
— ence to the Commiſſion to cauſeReviſe the Scriptute · Songs 
16. 
Recommendation to Miniſters to be very Cautious in Recom- 
mending perſons to publick Offices in the Church, without 
conſulting the Presbyrries concerned. 16. 
ſerencetothe Commiſſion of the Proceſs anent the Tranſpere 
tation of Mr. A/cxander Orrock trom Hauicł to Peebles. 16, 
Ku ecommendation tothe Synod of Argyle, in favours of the pa- 
riſh of Lu/s, 


H 2 proteſta. 


4 | | 
Proteſtation by and Act in fayours of Mr. David Williamſon and 


his Pariſhoners of the Met. Kirt pariſh againſt Edmburgh,\' 
Seſl, 18 G ultmd 

Recommendation to the Presbytrie of Dumber, to Nominate | 
another Miniſtet inſtead of Mr, John Curry to be ſent to the 
North. 16. Y 

Act Receiving Mr. James Grahame to Miniſterial Communion. * 


Reference tothe Commiſſion in ſavouts of Mr. John Cobb. 16, 

Recommendation to Mrs. Seth Drummond, James Hamilton, 
and Archibald Campbel Probationers to Repair to the pro- 
vince of Perth, 16. 

Reſerencetothe Commiſſion in favours of St. Andrews. 15. 

Reference tothe Commiſſion in ſavouts of the own of Perth 
15. 

Reference to the Commiſſion in favours of Stirling. 15. 

Act declating the Marriage berwixt James Pitcairne and Jannet 
Cor/s Unlawiul, being within the Degrees prohibite, and” 
therefore Difcharging them to Co:habire, I. 

Reterence to the Commiſſion anent the Manuſcrips of Mrs. da. 
muel Rut ber ford, Robert Douglaſs, John Baird, John Brown, 
Mathew Crauſurd. &c. 16. 

* >; the Commiſſion in ſavouis of Mr. Mathew Graw- 

wa. Is. 4 | 

Proteſtation in fa vous of Mr, Thomas Harvy, &c. and Act de. 
claring the Appeal of Mr. Robert Glasfoord to be fallen 
from Ibid. 

Reference to the Commiſſion, of a Petition craving a Recom- 

mendation anent the Re erecting of the Kick of KA Iii 

W to the Commiſſion anent the Vacancy of Innerkip. 


Reference to the Commiſſion anent the affair of Mr. James 
Kirkwood Ibid. 

Reference to the Commiſſion of the Proceſs againſt Mr. James 
Forman Ibid. 

Act declaring the appeal of William Boyd of Minu. croſt to 
be fallen from 16:4. 

Reference to the Commiſſion to write Letters. to Fotreign 
Churches; As alſo to write an Anſwer to a Leiter from tha 
Synod in Ireland to this Aſſembly, and to call home ſomes 
Miniſters and Probationers now abroad, who belong tot 
this Church. Ibid. A 

Committee tor Reviſing and Printing the Acts of this Aſſem. 
bly. Ibid. 
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